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REMARKS 

Claims 1, 3, 8, 11, 24, 29, 32, 36, and 37 have been amended. No claims have 
been canceled. No new Claims have been added. Applicants submit that all amendments 
made herein are supported by the application as originally filed and that no new matter has 
been added. Claims 1-37 remain in the application. 

Applicants further submit that all claims now in the application are allowable over the 
references of record in the parent application. 

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §103 

Claims 1-10 and 13-37 stand rejected. Specifically, Claims 1-7, 9-10, 13-15, 24-29, 
and 32-37 stand rejected as unpatentable over Morgan in view of Challiner. Applicants 
respectfully traverse the rejection. Nevertheless, in order to move the case toward 
allowance, Claims 1, 24, and 32 have been amended in order to better define the 
invention. 

Claim 1 , as amended, recites the entireties of the first and second side flange outer 
surfaces interfacing with the inner surface of said tire, and 

the first tire body side surface and the first side flange side surface extending in a 
first common plane generally perpendicular to the axis of rotation of said wheel assembly. 
and 

the second tire body side surface and the second side flange side surface extending 
in a second common plane generally perpendicular to the axis of rotation of said wheel 
assembly, and 

a width of said tire at the outer surface of said tire is approximately egual to a width 
of said wheel at the outer surface of said wheel, including a width (W2) plus any 
incremental width of said wheel added by said second side flange at the second side 
flange outer surface proximate the outer surface of said outer flange . 

Neither Morgan, nor Challiner, nor any other reference of record, teaches or 
suggests the side of the tire being coplanar with the side of the outer surface of the wheel, 
along with the width of the tire at the outer surface of the tire being approximately equal to 
the width of the wheel at the outer surface of the wheel. Accordingly, Claim 1 , and Claims 
2-10, 13-23, and 37 dependent therefrom, are allowable over the references of record. 
Withdrawal of the rejection, and allowance of Claims 1-10, 13-23, and 37 is respectfully 
requested. 
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Claim 24, as amended, recites the second side flange extending laterally inwardly 
from proximate the second side of said outer flange toward the center of the outer surface 
of said outer flange, and being in surface-to-surface contact with the outer surface of said 
outer flange at a portion of said outer surface which is generally parallel to the axis of 
rotation of said wheel assembly, 

such that said second side flange is interposed between a side portion of the inner 
surface of said tire and a side portion of the outer surface of said outer flange . 

Neither Morgan, nor Challiner, nor any other reference of record, teaches or 
suggests the second side flange being in surface-to-surface contact with the outer flange of 
the wheel, as well as being interposed between a side portion of the inner surface of the 
tire and a side portion of the outer surface of the outer flange of the wheel. Accordingly, 
Claim 24, and Claims 25-31 dependent therefrom, are allowable over the references of 
record. Withdrawal of the rejection, and allowance of Claims 24-31 is respectfully 
requested. 

Claim 32, as amended, recites the one of the first and second abutment surfaces, of 
respective said first and second side flanges, abutting the at least one side-facing recess 
surface of said tire at a first tire-flange interface surface which is generally perpendicular to 
the axis of rotation of said wheel assembly, the other of the abutment surfaces abutting a 
second side-facing surface of said tire at a second tire-flange interface surface which is 
generally perpendicular to the axis of rotation of said wheel assembly . 

No reference teaches or suggests such abutment surfaces between the tire body 
and the side flanges being generally perpendicular to the axis of rotation of the wheel 
assembly, whereby Claim 32, and Claims 33-36 dependent therefrom, are allowable over 
the references of record. 

In light of the above, Applicants submit that all claims are allowable over the 
references of record. Withdrawal of all bases of rejection of all claims, and early allowance 
of all claims in the application, are respectfully requested. 

A fee in the amount of $86 is due to pay for the 1 additional independent claim. No 
other fee is believed to be due. Should any other fee be properly due, or if any fee 
submitted herewith is insufficient, or if any refund is due, kindly charge same, or credit any 
overpayment, to Deposit Account 23-21 30. 

The examiner is invited to contact the undersigned with any questions, comments or 
concerns, at the telephone number listed at the end of this document. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
Eric Brian Smith et al. 



By: 



Thomas D. Wflhelm 
Attorney for Applicants 
(Reg. No. 28,794) 




Date: July 14, 2004 



Customer Number: 23482 



100 W. Lawrence Street, Third Floor 

Appleton, Wisconsin 5491 1 

Phone: 920-831-0100 

Facsimile: 920-831-0101 

E-mail: TWilhelm@WilhelmLaw.com 



